
OppOrtunities fOr GivinG

Food for Lane County
Food for Lane County is a nonprofit food bank 

dedicated to alleviating hunger to those living on 
limited resources. Your nonperishable food items 

will provide nutritious food options to a wide  
range of  individuals and families in Lane County. 

Please place your canned food items in  
the donation box located in the Lobby.  

Suggested items are: canned beans, pasta,  
rice, cereals, tuna, peanut butter. 

Eugene Hotel View

December Events
Activities and calendar  
for December...pp. 3-7

Book Group
Residents will discuss Ordinary Grace 
by William Kent Krueger...p. 5
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Meet Your Neighbor 
Meet Marlene P. 
Her Bio is on...p. 2

The Eugene Hotel Lobby will be 
transformed into a traditional holiday 
marketplace on Saturday, December 3 
from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Open to the 
public, the annual Eugene Hotel Holiday 
Bazaar will feature a wide selection of 
hand-crafted, one-of-a-kind items from 
our own Hotel residents, some local artists 
and other outside vendors. Repurposed 
jewelry, vintage clothing, hand-made 
gift items, Christmas decorations and 
ornaments, baked goods, cards, antiques, 
See’s Candy, and much, much more will be 
available!  The historic hotel will glow with 
beautiful holiday decorations. A traditional 
Christmas tree, shining with lights, and live 
music will set the festive mood. You can 
also visit our second-hand shop, Treasures 
from the Attic located in the Dining Room 
to find second-hand furniture, artwork and 
small pieces. 

After visitors have completed their 
shopping, they can relax and enjoy the 
offerings of a special complimentary 
Christmas Tea, in the lovely Dining Room, 
from 1:00 pm to 3:00 pm.

Visitors to the Hotel’s Holiday Bazaar will 
be participating in a tradition going back 
hundreds of years. The December market 
in Vienna was a kind of forerunner of the 
Christmas market and dates back to 1294.

Sock & Mitten tree
Winter is often the most 
challenging and potentially 
dangerous season of  the 
year for those who don’t 
have homes. We can help by 
donating warm clothing. We 
will have sock and mitten tree 
located in the Lobby, along 
with a box for warm clothing 
donations that we will give to 
the Eugene Mission. Please 
help out those in need during 
this holiday giving season. 

Eugene Hotel  
Holiday Bazaar

Saturday 
December 3 
9am to 3pm

Christmas Tea
in the  

Dining Room
from 1pm-3pm
Complimentary
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   Meet Your 
         Neighbor

            Marlene P. 
 
Marlene was born and raised 
in Honolulu, Hawaii. Both of  
her parents were from Hawaii. 
Her family genealogy is a 
blend of  Native Hawaiian, 
Portuguese, Swedish, Welsh, 
Scottish, English, and French. 
Ichabod Peterson, her paternal 
ancestor, came on a whaling 
ship and married into a royal 
Hawaiian family. Family 
lore says that Ichabod’s 
wife was the niece of  King 
Kamehameha I. Marlene’s 
mother’s family were medical 
missionaries. She is one of  
three siblings. Her father was a 
ship builder, musician and head 
of  the musician’s union for 40 
years. Marlene’s mother had a 
degree from business school in 
Los Angeles and became her 
dad’s executive assistant for 
the union. 

Because of  her father’s 
position as president of  the 
musician’s union, she had 
some interesting encounters 
as a young girl. When Elvis 
Presley came to Hawaii to do 
one of  his movies, her father 
was responsible for greeting 
him at the airport. The night 

before Elvis’ arrival, Marlene 
and her sister made some 
beautiful fresh leis with which 
to greet him. The new airport 
was yet to be built so Elvis had 
to come down a flight of  stairs 
from the plane. At the bottom, 
waiting for him were dancers, 
musicians, as well as Marlene 
and her sister to give him their 
freshly-made leis. When he 
came down the stairs, she and 
her sister presented their leis 
to Elvis. He grabbed both of  
them and kissed them on the 
mouth. Elvis was obviously 
aware of  Hawaii’s cultural 
Aloha Kiss. 

Another encounter is when 
her mom and dad brought 
home some guests they met at 
a party in Kahala. Turns out 
it was  Robert Mitchum and 
his wife who stayed for hours 
and shared an early morning 
breakfast around 3 am. They 
were very nice people. Her dad 
bonded with Robert, sharing 
stories of  their teenage sons. 

Four generations in her 
mother’s family, including 
Marlene, attended Punahou, 
a private college-prep school. 
It is also the same school that 
Barack Obama attended. 
After prep-school, she moved 
to Oregon to attend the UofO 
for her bachelors in English 
and then her masters in Inter-
disciplinary Studies. She was 
a Language Arts educator 
for 40 years in three different 
states, teaching students from 
grades 6 to 12. Shakespeare 
was her favorite playwright to 
introduce and teach to  
her students.

Hawaii is by itself  a 
magnificent place to grow 
up. The big island has rain 
forests, beaches, volcanoes and 
extraordinary views. Kona is 
the place to go for beaches. But 
Marlene has also been able to 

travel to many other countries. 
Germany, Austria, Greece, 
England (where she walked 
the streets where Shakespeare 
had trod), Ireland, Scotland, 
Wales, and Turkey have all been 
wonderful, enchanting, and 
educational destinations. She 
has also traveled extensively 
around the USA. Her favorite 
places to be are San Francisco 
(to stay with her grandmother), 
Montana and Idaho, Colorado 
and the Pacific Northwest. 
These places have significantly 
captured her heart. By contrast, 
she didn’t enjoy driving with 
her family through the south 
in 1963, the year Medgar Evers 
was killed. She was amazed by 
the Whites Only signs she saw 
there. But if  she could travel  
to anywhere right now, it  
would be to see Bruges in  
the Netherlands. 

Besides travel, some of  
her favorite things to do are 
reading a good book, watching 
a variety of  movies (she loves 
her movies), and horseback 
riding. She has loved attending 
Star Trek conventions, seeing 
the attendees in costumes, and 
meeting the actors from the 
various Star Trek TV shows. 
She also loves animals. Murphy 
the cat has been her favorite 
pet. Currently, Zorro the cat 
keeps her company (his story is 
on the back page). She also has 
a daughter who lives in Eugene 
who visits frequently.

Marlene is happy to be here  
at the Eugene Hotel since 
January 2022. Everyone has 
been so welcoming. 
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Monthly Preview
Thursday, December 1 
at 11:30 p.m.  
– Lounge
We will come together to discuss 
updates, food service, and all 
the other events for the coming 
month. Bring your questions, this 
newsletter, and please join us for 
this meeting to get the latest news.

Old Time Fiddlers
Friday, December 2    
at 7:00 p.m.
– Lounge
The Old Time Fiddlers will meet 
for an informal jam session.  
Come enjoy their knee-slappin’
toe-tappin’ music. It’s also a nice 
way to end your week. 

Holiday Bazaar & Tea
Saturday, December 3
from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
– Lobby & Dining Room
For details, see the front cover.

Brunch is Back!
Sunday, December 4
at 11:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
– Dining Room
Starting Sunday December 4,  
we will be serving Sunday  
Brunch from 11:30-1:00 in place 
of  dinner service. Chef  Ricky is 
excited to make all of  your brunch 
favorites. There will be  
NO BRUNCH on December 25th 
because Christmas dinner will be 
served from 4:30-6:00.

The Sound of  Music
at The Shedd Institute
Sunday, December 4
at 3:00 p.m.                   
Watch a live performance of   
the beloved musical The Sound of  
Music. Free tickets are available for 
this matinee performance.  
Please sign up at the Front Desk  
if  you want to attend.

Philip Bayles on Piano  
Monday, December 5        
at 11:00 a.m.                       
– Lounge                                    
Philip Bayles, noted conductor and 
founder of  the Eugene Opera in 
1977, returns to share more  
of  his masterful piano stylings.  
Come to the Lounge to hear him on 
the piano on the first Monday  
of  each month. 

Resident Christmas Tree Decorating
Monday, December 5
at 2:00 p.m.
– Lounge                      
Join residents and staff  as we 
decorate the Christmas tree in 
the Lounge. We will provide an 
assortment of  ornaments and 
trimmings to embellish the tree. 
There will be holiday music along 
with eggnog and cookies to get you 
in the spirit.

Monday Night Football
December 5 and 19
at 5:15 p.m.                    
– Lounge
Are you ready for some football? 
Join Glenn on Monday, December 
5th and watch the New Orleans 
Saints at the Tampa Bay 
Buccaneers’ home field. On the 
19th, the Los Angeles Rams will 
take on the Green Bay Packers at 

their home field. Soda, beer and 
snacks are provided. Don’t forget 
your quarters to place your bets!

Sock & Mitten Tree Day
Wednesday, December 7
– Located in the Lobby
Please participate in the season’s 
attitude of  giving by donating 
warm clothing items for donation 
to the Eugene Mission. Winter is 
always the most difficult season for 
those who don’t have homes. 

Men’s Group  
Wednesday, December 7 and 21
at 10:30 a.m.         
– Lounge 
The Men’s group (Lounge Lizards) 
will meet in the Lounge to catch 
up and share insights. Topic up 
for discussion on the 7th: AI – will 
humans be obsolete? How soon? 
Already? For the 21st: Morality; 
Nature or Nurture? 

Crayon Craft
Thursday, Dec. 8th
at 2:00 p.m.
– Resident Kitchen   
Let’s melt crayons to make a work
of  art. Once again we will melt
crayons to make pendants that can
be worn as necklaces or used for a
keychain. All supplies are here and
will be provided.

Tea & Poetry
Friday, December 9  
at 2:30 p.m.                              
– Lounge 
We will come together to enjoy 
listening to the reading of  poetry. 
Join us for an hour of  delightful 
verse, tea and light snacks. 
Participants are welcome to bring 
a favorite poem or one they have 
written. You’re among friends who 
like to share their poetry and the 
stories that go with them.

Special Events
Activities &



The West Winds Flute Choir
Wednesday, December 14
at 6:30 p.m.
– Lounge                                
Join us for an evening of  music, 
with the West Winds Flute Choir, 
based in Eugene, an all-flute 
ensemble, ranging from piccolos, 
alto flutes to bass harmony flutes. 
Members come from all around 
Lane County and from a variety of  
backgrounds. You’ll be surprised by 
just how many types of  flutes there 
are! Enjoy this welcome addition to 
the holiday festivities. 

Holiday Fika              
Thursday, December 15 
at 2:00 p.m.                             
– Lounge                    
Fika (pronounced “feekah”) is 
a Swedish noun and verb that 
translates to “take a coffee break,” 
usually accompanied by something 
to eat. Fika is code for “heart to 
heart.” While most Americans 
take their coffee to go, fika is an 
important daily Swedish ritual 
to accompany conversations with 
family, friends, and colleagues. 
Coffee is served. Join us in the 
Lounge for a festive holiday twist 
on this pleasant Swedish custom.

Beverages on Broadway with
Banjo Youngblood
Friday, December 16
at 1:00-2:30 p.m.
– Lobby
Choose a wintery, warm-you-up 
beverage, or something refreshing 
to wet your whistle while you 
listen to a new musician share his 
comedic and gifted banjo stylings. 
Sure to be a lively, enjoyable way to 
spend a winter afternoon. 

Piano Student Recital
Sunday, December 18
at 2:00 p.m.
– Lobby                     
Join OMTA students of  Soria 
Phillips-Meadow as they share  
their recital pieces and also some 
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Resident Holiday Party
Sunday, December 11
at 5:00 p.m.                  
– Dining Room           
Dig out your holiday sweater and 
head to the Dining Room to join 
your neighbors for a jolly good 
time. There will be music, dancing, 
hearty appetizers, cocktails, a 
special guest and lots of  fun! If  
you would like, bring a small ‘white 
elephant’ gift to exchange.

Technology Workshop
Monday, December 12
at 2:00 p.m.             
–Lounge                       
Do you have a device (smart phone, 
tablet, laptop) that gives you a little 
trouble and you’d like to know how 
to better use your technology? To 
celebrate National App Day, Cara 
will answer questions, give tips, and 
demonstrate helpful hints. Join her 
in the Lounge for this workshop 
that helps you get better use from 
your devices.

The Norsemen
Monday, December 12
at 7:00 p.m.
– Lounge
The Norsemen are an all-male 
chorus who come from the 
Eugene chapter of  the Pacific Coast 
Norwegian Singers Association. 
They will sing Norwegian and 
Scandinavian holiday songs for 
our enjoyment. Whether you are 
an enthusiastic music lover or 
appreciative listener, we invite you 
to join us for this special treat. 

Women’s Group
Wednesday, December 14 and 28
at 10:30 a.m.   
– Lounge                 
Join Judi for a casual round-table 
discussion and an opportunity to 
get to know each other better. 

holiday favorites. After the  
student performances, there  
will be time to enjoy a sing-along  
of  holiday carols. 

The Eugene Gleeman
Tuesday, December 20
at 7:00 p.m.
– Lounge         
Join our own Jim Weldy and 
his fellow Gleemen. The Eugene 
Gleemen are proud to be the longest 
continuing performing choral group 
in the State of  Oregon, begun the 
same year that the Hotel opened, 
1925. They will perform their 
Christmas program for your  
listening pleasure.

Eugene Hotel Singers Perform
Wednesday, December 21
at 2:00 p.m.
– Lounge
Celebrate Winter Solstice with the 
Eugene Hotel Singers. Come and 
enjoy what they’ve practiced for  
this holiday season. Hot beverages 
will be served.

Breakfast Brigade/GJ’s 
Thursday, December 22
at 8:30 a.m.                 
– Meet in the Lobby
Join Ray for breakfast at GJ’s 
Family Restaurant and enjoy 
your morning favorites: omelettes, 
pancakes, biscuits & gravy, bacon & 
eggs, and more. Please sign up in the 
Activities Book.

Cookie & Cupcake Decorating
Thursday, December 22
at 2:00 p.m.
– Resident Kitchen
Come satisfy your sweet tooth and 
creative side. There will be sugar 
cookies, gingerbread people and 
cupcakes just waiting for your festive 
touch. All supplies will be provided 
along with milk and eggnog. 
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Holiday Market
Friday, December 23
at 10:30 a.m.
– Meet in the Lobby
Still looking for that perfect 
gift? The bus heads to the 
indoor Holiday Market at the 
Lane County Fairgrounds. The 
market features a wide variety 
of  handmade gifts, live music 
and an international food court. 
Admission is free. Please sign up in 
the Activities Book.

Resident Birthday Lunch
Monday, December 26
at 12:00 p.m.
– Dining Room                       
Those residents born in December 
are invited to a birthday lunch in 
their honor. So please come enjoy  
a delightful lunch prepared by 
Chef  Ricky and spend some time 
with your fellow residents born  
in the same month as you.

New Year’s Eve New York Style
Saturday, December 31
at 7:00 – 9:00 p.m.
– Lounge
Come ring in the New Year! The 
Lounge will be converted into the 
party place of  the year on New 
Year’s Eve. We will celebrate the 
coming of  the New Year with 
entertainment provided by the 
Donna Courtell Trio, dancing, 
poker, appetizers, an open bar and 
plenty of  noisemakers. At 9:00 
p.m. we will watch the ball drop in 
New York and welcome 2023.

Trips for December
Valley River Center w/Lunch at
Royal Indian Cuisine
Tuesday, December 6
at 11:00 a.m.
– Meet in the Lobby
We will make the quick trip 
across the river for an afternoon 
of  shopping or mall walking. We 
will start with lunch at Royal 
Indian Cuisine and to keep with 
the international feel, we will visit 

World Market before crossing 
the street to Valley River Center. 
Please sign up in the  
Activities Book.

Holiday Lights Tour 
Tuesday, December 13
at 6:30 p.m.                  
– Meet in the Lobby       
Ray has mapped out the city 
and knows the most festive 
neighborhoods to visit. So hop 
on the Hotel bus for a sparkling 
evening of  holiday lights around 
Eugene. When we get back to the 
Hotel enjoy cookies with hot cocoa 
or eggnog. Please sign up in the 
Activities Book.

Holiday Celebration at the Capitol
Tuesday, December 20
at 10:00 a.m.
– Meet in the Lobby
Today we will head to Salem to 
be immersed in the atmosphere 
of  the season. The capitol has 
been beautifully decorated; an 
American Flyer model train circles 
Oregon’s official holiday tree 
and musical performances take 
place all day long in the Capitol 
Rotunda. After enjoying this 
festive experience, we will go to 
El Ranchero for a late lunch and 
shopping. It is half  restaurant, 
half  Mexican market. Be sure to 
eat a hearty breakfast since we will 
be having a late lunch. Please sign 
up in the Activities Book. 

Small Town Tour of  Mt. Angel
Lunch at Mt. Angel Sausage 
Company
Tuesday, December 27
at 10:00 a.m.
– Meet in the Lobby
This month’s small town tour 
takes us north to the small, 
Bavarian-inspired town of  Mt. 
Angel, where culture, history and 
food collide. We will head straight 
to the beautiful Mt. Angel Abbey. 
Arriving in time to enjoy the 
view and experience the chanting 

—

prayer of  the monks who live 
there. Then we will drive into  
town for lunch at Mt. Angel 
Sausage Company, offering a 
variety of  house-made sausages 
along with other German fare 
and burgers. Please sign up in the 
Activities Book. 

Weekly evenTs
Exercise Class with Lin Lin/Erica
Monday, Wednesday, Friday
at 9:00 a.m.
– Exercise Room
Join Lin Lin, a gifted instructor
in senior fitness, or Erica to get 
your blood flowing, your muscles 
limber, and improve your  
overall fitness. 

Qigong
Thursdays at 9:30 a.m.
– Lounge
Qigong is the skill of  attracting
vital energy and self-healing. Join
instructor Roberta Roth during
this quiet exercise time. 

NEW DAY!
Creative Writing with Cara 
Monday, December 5 and 19
at 1:00 p.m.
– Billiard Room/Resident Kitchen
We’re meeting on Mondays. If  
you’ve got the writing bug, a
need to exercise your brain and
would like to get some ideas and
share what you write, you can join
us this month for lively discussion
with your fellow creatives and
exercises that will make a tired
brain wake up. 

Bingo  NEW NIGHT!
Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m.
– Game Room
A brand new night for Bingo!
Come join your neighbors every
Wednesday evening in the Game
Room for Bingo. Each week
there is a different incentive for
winning: prizes; store bucks; and/
or money. It’s only $.75 to play. 
Due to holiday activities, we will 
not have Bingo on the 14th.
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Cats of the Eugene Hotel

Zorro, named for his black 
mask, is a rescue cat. He’s got 
medium hair but a noticeably 
fluffy tail. He is a tuxedo cat. 
Once in a while, he gets psychotic. 
He’ll be lying behind Marlene’s 
chair, she’ll put her hand down 
and...he’ll attack. If  his tail is 
twitching in a certain way, he’s 
on the hunt; watch out for your 
appendages. Most of  the time 
he’ll crawl up on her chest and 
sleep; it’s the best time to pet him 
and get comfort from her feline 
friend. What’s not comforting, 
is when he wakes her up at 6am 
demanding food. 

Zorro

Best Wishes to one Best Wishes to one 
and all for health and all for health 

and happiness and happiness 
throughout the  throughout the  

New Year.New Year.

Please Welcome

new resident,

Colleen Egbert

in #303


